Uterine involution and postpartum ovarian activity in Nili-Ravi buffaloes.
Uterine involution and postpartum ovarian activity were studied in 53 Nili-Ravi buffaloes. Mean intervals to uterine involution (26 days), regression of the corpus albicans of pregnancy (22 days), resumption of follicular activity (21 days) and first postpartum estrus (56 days) were not affected by the month of calving or age. Mean interval to formation of first corpus luteum (CL) after calving as indicated by progesterone in plasma (>/= 1.5 ng/ml) was 23.8 +/- 1.7 days, but only 52% of these CL were palpable. The number of CL formed before first postpartum estrus ranged from zero to five per buffalo; mean values based upon progesterone and palpation were 1.6 +/- 1.3 and 0.8 +/- 0.2, respectively. Based upon either progesterone or palpation, length of first postpartum luteal phase (7.9 or 6.6 days) was shorter than the luteal phase immediately preceeding the first estrus (12.1 or 8.9 days). Intervals from regular cyclic ovarian activity was not established until first estrus and intervals from the end of one luteal phase to the onset of the next were as long as three weeks. High concentrations of progesterone (>/= 1.5 ng/ml) on the day of behavioral estrus were seen in 23% of the buffaloes studied.